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Iran, Russia, India hold trilateral meeting on INSTC 4

Iran, Russia and India
have gathered in Tehran
on Tuesday to discuss
development  of  the
International North-South
Transport Corridor (INSTC).

Geographically, Iran's
territoryparticularlytheonly
ocean Port of Chabahar is
very strategic for activation
of the International North-
South Transport Corridor
(INSTC) in linking India to
Russia.

Established in 2000 by
Iran, Russia and India, this
-7,200km-long  Corridor
works as a multi-modal
network of ship, rail, and
road route for moving
freight between India, Iran,
Azerbaijan, Russia, Central
Asia and Europe.The INSTC
is an important transport
agendawhichisexpectedto
considerably boost transit
and trade of Iran and Russia
with the countries of the
Caspian Sea and the Persian
Gulf. Since 2000, there have
been numerous efforts and
negotiations on the part
of member countries to
activate this route.

The first train along
the INSTC arrived in Iran

in July 2022, and later in
September the second
train entered Iran through
Sarakhs ~ Border  from
Russia to the destination
of India. From Russia, the
transit train proceeded
through Kazakhstan and
Turkmenistan passing
4000 km, then entered Iran
through Sarakhs Border.
Along the eastern part of
the INSTC in Iran, the train
passes 1600 km to reach
ShahidRajaeePortinBandar
Abbas. The destination for
this shipment was India and
South Africa through sea,
according to the Islamic
Republic of Iran Railway
Company.

Freight transit through
Iran's territory lasts almost

a third of the previous
route from Russia to India
through the Black Sea.

Basically, the most
important agendas for
Iran and Russia transport
cooperation are  the
International North-South
Transport Corridor (INSTC)
and completion of Rasht-
Astara Railroad. Last month
in May, the agreement for
financing construction
of Rasht-Astara Railway
was signed between Iran
and Russia. As per this
agreement, Due to the
importance of the INSTC
for international transit
in the region, Russia has
been determined to finance
this railway project with
approximate 1.6€ billion

FE1 0 plosd — Y+ VY Huolnd PO - \EED Ul soloa W\ — V&Y (g3 € Ao MM

investments. This project is
expected to be constructed
within 48 months.

The -162km  Rasht-
Astara railroad has been
one of the two missing rail
linksalong the International
North-South Transport
Corridor (INSTC) which its
completion is vital for the
regional rail transit.

TheINSTCandChabahar
Port is similarly important
for India. Last year in
August, upon the decree
of India's Prime Minister,
Narendera Modi, Iran and
India's transport Ministers
met in Tehran to expand
the role of Chabahar Port in
regionaltransit and trade.

The Indians tried hard
to promote the position of
Chabahar Port for higher
connectivity  particularly
among the CIS countries
as Mumbai hosted the
ChabaharDay conferencein
July31tomarkthe Chabahar
link to International North-
South Transport Corridor
(INSTC) connecting Central
Asian  markets, stated
Dhamendar Gaddam,
India's ambassador  to
Tehran.

Iranian minister:
Rasht-Astara Railway construction
contract to be inked soon

Iran’s minister of roads and urban development
saidatradecontractwillbesignedfortheconstruction
operation of the Rasht-Astara railway project in the
coming days.

Speaking on the sidelines of the 7th Iran
International Transportation, Logistics and Related
Industries entitled “Iran Trans 2023" on Monday,
Mehrdad Bazrpash predicted that the construction
operation of the Rasht-Astara Railway will begin in
early 2024.

He also referred to the Shalamcheh-Basra
railway projectand said expert-leveltalks were made
betweenlranianandlragiofficialsontheacceleration
of completing the railway project.

A contract valued at 500% million has also
been inked between Iran and Turkmenistan for the
construction of aroad thatwilllink Shahid RajaeiPort
to the Caspian Port via the rail line, he added.

Elsewhere in his remarks, Bazrpash pointed to
the growth and development of transit as one of the
most important programs of his ministry which has
followed up strictly.

He highlighted the -33percent growth of transit
in the country in recent months, saying it shows
effective steps have been taken in this regard in the
administration of President Ebrahim Raeisi.

The 7th Iran International Exhibition of
Transportation, Logistics and Related Industries
dubbed “Iran Trans Expo” was inaugurated at the
Imam Khomeini (RA) Grand Prayers Hall (Mosalla) in
Tehran on Monday.

£

With the increasing

record of rail transit,
Iran is to import
passenger railroad cars
and locomotives, while
exporting domestically

manufactured  freight
railroad cars.
Inthepressconference

held on the second day
of the 7th exhibition
of transportation,
logistics and related
industries in Tehran, the
managing director of the
Islamic Republic of Iran
Railways, Miad Salehi,
informed of the export
of freight railroad cars
manufactured in Iran.
Reporting on the
performance of Iran
Railway, Salehisaid,inthe

‘ran plans to export freight

railroad cars

first eight months of the
current year (from March
21 to November ,(21
21,600,000 passengers
traveled by rail that
shows a 10 percent
growth compared to the
last year and within the
next three months, it is
expected that the record
will reach 30 million
passengers.

In the railway freight,
he explained that there is
a %5 growth of rail transit
intonnageinfivemonths
(fromMarch21toAugust
21) and considering the
agreements with the
neighboring countries,
part of which will be
operational from early
2024, there will be a new
record in the rail freight
transit by the end of
March 2024.

Pointing to  the
ongoing  cooperation
with the neighboring

countries, Salehi stated
that constructive
MoUs are concluded

with Turkmenistan,
Kazakhstan, Russia, and
Turkey.

Iran is capable of
manufacturing  freight
railroad cars, and due to
the high standards and
quality of domestically
manufactured  freight
cars, there is the
possibility for export.

However, for the
freight locomotives and
passenger railroad cars,
thereisaneed forimport
which will be planned
with 20,000 billion IRR
credit.

Salehi also informed
of the inauguration
of one of the railway
projects, the -270km
Yazd-Eghlid Railway
within the next months.

The 7th exhibition of
transportation, logistics
and related industries,
with the theme of "smart
transport, transit and
economic development”
will be closed
today.
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