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India to expand activities in Iran’s free

Zones

Ol

The secretary of Iran’s Free Zones High Council has traveled
to India to meet and hold talks with Indian officials to develop
cooperation between the two countries in free zones, Freena
reported.

Hojatollah Abdolmaleki arrived in India on Monday and on
the first day of his visit met with Iran’s Ambassador to Delhi
Iraj Elahi in which the officials explored the ways of boosting
cooperation between Iran and India in the Islamic Republic’s
free zones.

Abdolmaleki also met and held talks with the representatives
of one of India’s largest steel companies, during which he invit-
ed the Indian side to invest in Iran’s free zones.

Considering the low production costs and the ease of doing
business, import and export, and suitable infrastructures that
exist in the free and special economic zones of Iran, including
the Chabahar Free Zone, the Indian production group expressed
its interest in investing in the production of downstream steel
products in Iran’s free and special economic zones.

Last week, Abdolmaleki outlined 10 new strategies to increase
mvestment and export in the country’s free and special eco-
nomic zones.

He made the remarks in a meeting with the deputy heads of
the country’s free zones on the sidelines of the second EAEU
Exclusive exhibition in Tehran on Thursday (December 7).
Abdolmaleki stated that the mentioned strategies mainly focus
on a network of cooperation among the investment and eco-
nomic departments of the country’s free zones.

“Joint marketing between the free zones in the fields of in-
come, investment, logistics, and export is the main purpose of
the said network,” he explained.

Implementing a comprehensive plan for developing logistics
and re-export from free zones by using the capacities of com-
bined transport and transit among free zones is another part of
the mentioned strategies, the official said.

“The third strategy is the use of the capacity of international
organizations and agreements such as the Eurasian Economic
Union. Shanghai, BRICS, ECO, etc.,” he added.

The official stated that identifying the advantages and distinc-
tive features of free zones and introducing them to each oth-
er to benefit from the relative advantages of each zone in the

network structure is another part of the mentioned coordinated
strategies.

“The fifth strategy is to use the passenger goods model to
maximize the income of free zone organizations and the sixth
strategy, is to attend exhibitions and domestic and internation-
al business events to introduce the investment opportunities of
free zones in line with the continuation of the path taken this
year,” Abdolmaleki said.

The seventh strategy would be to determine a supply chain
of goods among free zones in such a way that goods are ex-
changed, sold, or supplied in a cooperative network, the official
said, adding: “using China’s One Belt One Road plan with a
focus on free zones, determining a comprehensive tourism net-
work of free and special zones to outline the common interests
and goals are the eighth and ninth parts of this program; and
monetary, banking, and financial cooperation in the form of
drawing up a cooperation style sheet to finance construction
projects and investment is the tenth strategy.”

The establishment of free trade zones (FTZs) in Iran dates back
to the Iranian calendar year 1368 (March 1989 - March 1990)
following the fall in the country’s oil income in the preceding
year which prompted the government to promote non-oil ex-
ports.

The first two free trade zones of Iran were established in the
south of the country. The first one was Kish Free Trade Zone
established in 1368 on Kish Island in the Persian Gulf and the
second one was Qeshm Free Trade Zone established the year
after on Qeshm Island in the Strait of Hormuz.

Some five other free trade zones have been also established
in the country since then, including Chabahar in southeastern
Sistan-Baluchestan Province, Arvand in southwestern Khu-
zestan Province, Anzali in northern Gilan Province, Aras in
East-Azarbaijan Province and Maku in West-Azarbaijan Prov-
ince, both in the northwest of the country.

The development of existing free trade zones and the estab-
lishment of new FTZs has become one of the major economic
approaches of the Iranian government.

News

Ancient port lights up
wind towers for sake of
tourism

All the wind towers in Laft have been lit
up for the sake of tourism in the ancient
port city, which is situated on Qeshm Is-
land in the Persian Gulf.

“There are 99 wind catchers in the port
city of Laft, none of which resemble each
other; each has its own unique geometry
and decorations,” Mehr quoted the port
city’s mayor as saying on Wednesday.
“Our team of experts has illuminated all
wind catchers to display their significant
historical beauty even during the night,”
Mohammad Atashinmah said.

Wind towers, also known as wind catch-
ers or “badgirs” in Persian, are traditional
architectural elements found predomi-
nantly in Iran. These towers have been
ingeniously designed to capture and
channel natural breezes to cool and ven-
tilate buildings, particularly in hot and
arid climates.

The official said the wind catchers were
illuminated after years of dormancy,
adding: “Laft is often referred to as the
port of wind catchers.”

“Laft’s wind catchers are considered
among the symbols of Iranian civiliza-
tion when it comes to the architecture of
warm and humid regions.”

Elsewhere in his remarks, Atashinmah
said there is a vantage point in Laft
where people, enthusiasts, and tourists
can gather to simultancously view the
99 wind catchers aligned on the horizon,
creating a delightful experience.

Wind towers have been an integral part
of Iranian architecture for centuries.
They typically consist of tall, chim-
ney-like structures positioned on the
roofs of buildings. Their design includes
multiple openings or vents positioned to
capture prevailing winds at different an-
gles and direct them down into the living
spaces below.

The captured wind passes through a se-
ries of ducts or shafts within the building,
creating a natural cooling effect through
evaporative cooling and ventilation. This
ingenious passive cooling system helps
to regulate indoor temperatures, provid-
ing comfort during the scorching heat of
Iranian summers.

In addition to their functional aspects,
wind towers also hold cultural and ar-
chitectural significance, reflecting the
creativity and understanding of natural
elements by ancient Iranian builders.
Their presence in traditional Iranian ar-
chitecture showcases an environmental-
ly sustainable approach to cooling and
ventilation that remains relevant even in
modern times.
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